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1. This lecture explores the tension between South Korea's self-claimed identity as a responsible midO| epower and its highly restrictive refugee policy.
While South Korea emphasizes international responsibility, human rights, and rule of law as central to its foreign policy, its refugee acceptance rate remains
. " " " . . . among the lowest among advanced countries. Drawing on cultural, social, and institutional explanations the lecture examines factors behind South Korea's
olFTE shEristm TN 2eHE IHX| At HaLzt South Korea's Middle power Identity and the Refugee Policy Paradox "9 X "9 N s brawing on L . " .
restrictive stance, including strong ethnic nationalism, public skepticism fueled by misinformation, and a bureaucratic focus on law and order over refugee
protection. By situating these domestic dynamics within the broader context of South Korea’s middle power aspirations, the lecture assesses whether South
Korea's approach reflects a failure to meet global middle power expectations or points to a more complex evolution of its identity.
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